
12 May 2021 

Shalom Chaverim, 

In this terrible wave of violence, our main concern is for the young - the immediate suffering and 

anxiety that they are facing now, as well the long-lasting imprints on their souls.  

The future of all of us sharing this land will be determined by the formative childhood experiences 

of our young. Our mission is to make sure they are kept safe and secure, enveloped with love, and 

living a life endowed with meaning. The Village Way indefatigably continues its devoted work, 

to mend and heal our fragmented society. Jewish, Arab or Druze, secular or religious, we are all 

Israelis, and we all share the same aspirations of happiness and success for our young. Education 

is the glue that binds us together regardless of skin color, ethnic identity or creed.   

While the volatile situation unfolds, let me share one story from last night that relates to us 

personally. 

The first rocket that hit the Tel Aviv area landed right in front of Yosef's, a popular eatery. When the 

siren sounded, the place was full of families from the Gaza strip vicinity, who had escaped the 

ruthless battering of their homes, and were invited to Yosef's for a complimentary meal.  And this 

Yosef - the proprietor - is no other than Yossi 

Ganon, a "kid" of ours, raised at Yemin 

Orde. Fortunately, no-one was hurt in this attack.  

This is the same Yossi that Mark Solomon always 

quotes as saying: "Would you believe that a 

flower can grow out of the garbage?"  Yes, he 

could, and we can. Despite a devastating early 

childhood, Yossi grew up to become a real 

flower. An exemplary citizen, hard-working, 

devoted to his 
family and giving of himself when called for without hesitation. 

The picture above, taken by his restaurant, was featured on last night's headlines, and Yossi himself 

was interviewed at length on TV11 national news. 

Like Yossi, there are thousands of our graduates spread 

all around the country. We are proud of their values and 

social commitment, which shine even brighter under 

duress. They are our hope for a better future, and they 

wouldn't be where they are today without our partnership. 

Praying for the return of calm and safety, and never 

stopping our commitment to mend lives. Wishing you and 

your dear ones health and joy, 

B'Shalom, 
Yossi Ganon and his family 


