
“To whom does the Jewish State belong?”  
—Rosh HaShana message from Chaim Peri
September 2017

Shana Tovah and Shalom unto you, 

The question posed above should never have been asked in the first 
place. But since it is surfacing, due to recent squabbles here about 
Jewish identity, it must not remain unanswered-not only in words, 
but in deeds which shape reality.

These days, our Village Way outreach to educators and children 
around the country revolves around the major themes of the Rosh 
HaShanah prayers: ‘Kingship’, ‘Remembrance’ and ‘Shofar’. Allow 
me to include you in these teachings. 

‘Kingship’, in our educational context, refers to Jewish law, in which 
“it is not sovereignty that grants human rights – but rather, human 
rights grant the right to sovereignty.” (In line with Rabbi S. R . Hirsch)

‘Remembrance’is about connecting with and creating a stable  
continuity. It is how we shape every educational environment to be, 
here and now, a microcosm of a just and upright future society.

‘Shofar’ is the wordless cry of children’s plight for caring adult  
presence – which we respond to by creating deinstitutionalized  
institutions, where they can feel at home, develop a sense of  
self - worth, and take it from there.

So, dear Mishpacha of friends, on both sides of the ocean, the  
answer is crystal clear. We are loyal to the founders of the State of  
Israel, who in the declaration of independence guaranteed  
“complete equality irrespective of religion, sex or race“. 

The 30 educational hubs throughout Israel that now follow the  
Yemin Orde vision safeguard this promise, which binds us together. 
We have taken upon ourselves to ensure that no form of Jewish ex-
pression is excluded – not that of our Ethiopian brethren, for whom 
the high holidays meant climbing to the summit of a high mountain, 
enacting the vision of the ascent to Jerusalem; and not of those whose 
heritage is the Jewish culture, like Theodor Herzl, who envisioned a 
State marked by universal and Jewish values.

For us, this is  the ultimate response to the question above.

May knowing you are part of this be a source of blessing to  
you and your dear ones. Shanah Tovah in good health and spiritual 
fulfillment,
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