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A MESSAGE  
FROM THE CEO & BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends,

Resilience is often described as the ability to endure and recover from hardship. But the past few years have 
reminded us that resilience is actually something more: it is the capacity to stay steady in uncertain times and 
to emerge from adversity ready not simply to recover, but to rebuild.

Israel’s youth are growing up in a time of profound challenge. Years of disruption, loss, trauma, and chronic 
stress have left their mark across Israeli society – straining communities, deepening divisions, and weakening 
the sense of connection and belonging that holds a society together. Educators are the ones increasingly 
being asked to confront these challenges and help youth develop the emotional, social, and academic 
foundations they need to move forward.

In this environment, resilience cannot be left to chance. It must be built. Our partners at Yemin Orde Youth 
Village and Village Way Educational Initiatives are doing just that by creating educational communities where 
healing, growth, and a sense of purpose take root.

Ensuring that work can reach all across Israel is at the heart of ImpactIsrael’s mission. To achieve it, this year, 
we deepened relationships with longtime supporters, grew our presence in key communities, engaged a 
new generation through our Young Professionals Board, and created more opportunities to encounter this 
work directly, both in the United States and in Israel. Together, we are building a community around a shared 
conviction: investing in Israel’s youth and the adults who guide them is an investment in Israel’s future.

The accomplishments in this report tell that larger story. Students are gaining the confidence and tools to 
move forward. Educators are becoming stronger leaders. Schools and institutions are becoming communities 
of belonging and purpose. Together, they are showing us what rebuilding can look like.

If resilience is measured not only by what we endure, but by what we choose to build afterward, there is 
profound reason for hope in these pages.

Thank you for standing with ImpactIsrael, for believing in Israel’s young people, and for helping build the 
resilient communities on which Israel’s future depends.

With gratitude,

Ben Marchette		  Dale Okonow
CEO, ImpactIsrael		  Board Chair, ImpactIsrael	 �

1 | Impact Report



Before October 7, 2023, an estimated 400,000 
youth in Israel were already at risk of falling 
behind in school, experiencing mental health 
challenges, or struggling without stable support 
systems. Today, war has expanded that reality. 
It is difficult to find a child in Israel who has not 
been affected by displacement, loss, prolonged 
uncertainty, or chronic stress. As a result, teachers 
across Israel are seeing more students struggling 
emotionally, behaviorally, and academically in 
nearly every classroom. Meanwhile schools are 
struggling with teacher shortages and limited 
resources. As the impact of the war continues 
to take a toll on youth, the adults responsible for 
supporting them are being asked to do more  
with less.

Youth need more than academics to succeed; they 
need adults who see their potential and help them 
build a path forward. Together we are ensuring 
that vulnerable youth have the support they need 
not only to overcome adversity, but to become the 
leaders who will shape Israel’s future.

STATE OF 
ISRAELI YOUTH

It’s hard to find  
a child in Israel  
who has not  
been affected...
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Impact measured 
in lives changed.



97

YEAR IN 
NUMBERS

SCHOOLS
use the Village Way

joined Yemin Orde in the  
2025 – 2026 academic year

are positively impacted  
by the Village Way engaged with the Village Way through 

leadership training, educational workshops, 
and command-based programs. 

have been trained in  
the Village Way

YOUTH

NEW STUDENTS 

MEMBERS OF ISRAEL’S  
SECURITY FORCES 

EDUCATORS

60,000+

120

4,700+

1,700
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YEMIN ORDE  
POPULATION

40% Former Soviet Union
25% Ethiopia
21% France
9% Israel
3% India
2% Other



YEMIN ORDE 
YOUTH VILLAGE

Yemin Orde Youth Village is a home, school and 
safe haven for 400 at-risk and immigrant youth 
from Israel and around the world. Here, youth are 
supported by educators and counselors who live by 
the motto, “It takes a village to raise a child.” Teens 
develop confidence, resilience, leadership, and a 
strong sense of responsibility, taking them from 
taking them from survivors to leaders.
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179 	 �

Academic scholarships 
awarded to alumni

Thomas received 
a scholarship
at Graduates Day. 

SCAN TO HEAR 
HIS STORY.

Top photo: Youth held a Shavuot carnival at the eco farm in the spring.

2nd photo: 12th graders completed the intense 3 day Etgar Hike-a major 
milestone moment.

Left long photo: staff made visits to student homes when the village closed 
due to the war with Iran.

Stacked top: New immigrant students visiting Jerusalem for the first time.

Stacked bottom: Boaz with new Yemin Orde graduates.

highlights from the year

6 weeks of remote learning after the 
village closed during the war with Iran

99 students proudly 
graduated on June 11, 2026
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Behind every teen’s journey at Yemin Orde is a strong foundation of support. Investing in the following 
core program areas ensures that every teen has the resources, encouragement, and opportunities they 
need to overcome challenges and grow into confident, capable adults. 

Therapeutic Services

The past few years have proved exceptionally challenging for 
young people. As more youth arrive at Yemin Orde carrying 
the weight of instability and trauma, the need for therapeutic 
support has never been greater. In fact, this past year, 100% of 
youth participated in therapy.

WHAT MAKES  
YEMIN ORDE HOME

Experiential Learning

Through hands-on experiences in the arts, service projects, field 
trips, sports, and more, teens uncover their strengths and take 
pride in giving back to their community.

Youth completed 79 different tikkun olam volunteer activities in 
the 2025 – 2026 school year. 

Graduate Support

Many graduates of Yemin Orde enter adulthood without the 
safety net of family support. In line with the Village motto “We are 
with you all the way,” Yemin Orde provides scholarships, housing, 
emotional support, and mentorship to alumni as they navigate 
adulthood.

Academic Support

Many youth arrive at the Village without knowing Hebrew 
and are behind academically. Yemin Orde’s Academic Center 
provides tutoring, exam preparation, and Hebrew and English 
language support to help every student succeed.



VILLAGE WAY 
EDUCATIONAL 
INITIATIVES
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Driven by the core belief that education should 
lead society, Village Way shows up where lessons 
in resilience are needed most.

Salt of the Earth
Salt of the Earth is a new initiative, inspired by Dr. 
Chaim Peri, that prepares wounded IDF veterans 
for mentoring and educational roles in youth 
villages and pre-military academies. Launched 
in spring 2026, the pilot brought together 22 
veterans for training, trauma processing, and 
leadership development, creating a pathway back 
to civilian life while strengthening the educational 
communities that need dedicated mentors.

Trailblazers
This year’s Trailblazers program, designed for 
educators working in Village Way schools and youth 
villages, included 19 educators from 16 educational 
communities across Israeli society, including Jewish, 
Muslim, Druze, and Christian educators, as well as 
native Israelis and new immigrants. Participants 
left with stronger tools for educational leadership, 
new professional relationships, and a deeper 
understanding of the communities and challenges 
their peers face across Israel.

The Northern Way
Village Way is helping schools and educators in 
northern Israel recover from the lasting effects of 
war and displacement through a two-year initiative 
serving seven schools. At the heart of this effort 
is a program that equips teachers with trauma-
informed training, resilience workshops, coaching 
and peer support. As families begin to consider 
returning home, strong schools will be essential to 
rebuilding thriving communities in the north. This 
initiative reaches approximately 1,400 students 
and 300 educators and is an essential part of 
rebuilding northern Israel.

highlights from the year
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VILLAGE WAY 
EDUCATIONAL 
INITIATIVES
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Village Way Educational Initiatives was born out of 
the success of Yemin Orde Youth Village and takes the 
educational model shaped there to schools, educators, 
and institutions across Israel. 

OUR KEY GROWTH AREAS INCLUDE:

Expand Partnerships
When a school joins the Village Way network they commit 
to a three-year transformation. With the guidance of a 
dedicated facilitator, educators learn how to shift the 
culture of their school and build an environment where 
every student feels supported. By increasing the number 
of schools adopting the method each year, Village Way can 
reach 55 new schools by 2031, helping 2,585 educators and 
impacting 25,355 at-risk youth.

Empower Security Forces  
& National Institutions
The demand for Village Way continues to increase and 
our partners are meeting the moment. Through programs, 
seminars, and fellowships, Village Way ensures city 
education departments, the IDF Security Forces, Border 
Police, Israeli Police, juvenile justice frameworks, and other 
institutions receive specialized resources to support the 
vulnerable youth they serve. 

Develop Leadership Programs
Village Way offers a range of programs equipping 
educators with the skills to lead their schools through 
ongoing national trauma with emotional intelligence, 
cultural sensitivity, and a vision for lasting change. By 
increasing the number of program offerings, Village Way 
can support an additional 380 educators, helping them 
better serve their students.

looking ahead



The Giving Society brings together our community of philanthropic investors who 
contribute $1,800 or more annually. We recognize and celebrate their commitment to 
Israel’s youth and educators. 

The L’Chaim Society recognizes those who have made a legacy commitment to 
support ImpactIsrael. 

    L’Chaim Society Member

Donor listing reflects giving between January 1, 2025 through July 31, 2026
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DONOR LIST

VISIONARIES CIRCLE
( $500,000+)

The Azeez Foundation  

The Frieze Family Foundation 

Dena and Vic Hammel &  
The Hammel Family Foundation 

The Marcus Foundation

PRESIDENTS CIRCLE
($100,000-$499,999)

Anonymous

Robert and Amy Arogeti 

Harriet and George Blank 

Herbert Blecker z”l 

Carl Marks Foundation— 
Mark and Susan Claster

Suzi and David Cordish  
and Family 

Albert Fried

The Rosalinde and  
Arthur Gilbert Foundation

The S. Glass Foundation, Inc.

Paula and Jerry Gottesman Family 
Supporting Foundation 

Marina and Andrew Jacobson

Judy and Steve Kaye

The Koum Family Foundation

Jewish Federation of Greater  
Los Angeles

The Mumu Fund

One8 Foundation 

Yadira and Todd Patkin 

Charles Gwirtsman and  
Nancy Reichman 

The Satell Family Foundation 

Steven E. Tisch, Laurie Tisch, and Lizzie 
& Jonathan Tisch

AMBASSADORS CIRCLE
($50,000-$99,999)

Anonymous (3)

David Amar

Argo Family Fund

Jewish Federation of  
Greater Atlanta

Abe Besser Testamentary Fund

Fineshriber Family Foundation 

Max M. & Marjorie S.  
Fisher Foundation

Orit and Jeff Goldstein

Michael Gordon

Iranian American Jewish Federation of 
New York (IAJF)

The Janey Fund 

Jill and Steve Karp

Beth and William Landman 

Lauren and Jason Lazar

Linda Dresner and Ed Levy Jr.

Jill and Nat Linhardt

UJA Federation of New York

The Percy Fund

Ted and Harriette Perlman &  
the Perlman Family Foundation 

The Ravitz Foundation

Peggy and Ed z”l Robin  

Barbara and Ed Shapiro

Marilyn and Josh z”l Shubin  
and Family

The Tina Snider Foundation

Helen Marie Stern Fund

Sidney z”l and Deanna Wolk

Zalik Foundation Fund of the Atlanta 
Jewish Foundation

DIRECTORS CIRCLE
($25,000-$49,999)

Anonymous (2)

Barbara and Allen Applbaum

Bader Philanthropies, Inc.

Terrie and Brad Bloom

Ann and Samuel Colin

Melvin S. Cutler Charitable Foundation

Yoly and Mark Davis

Rami Evar

Marcy Bass and Scott Fisher

Susan Fried

Deborah Frieze

Donna and David Frieze 

Tamar and Kenneth Frieze

Lauren and Russell Fuchs

Shirley Glass Charitable Lead Trust

Dena and Morey Goldberg 



DONOR LIST
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James Aresty & Sallie Golden

Aaron and Angel Goldman  
Family Foundation

Barbara Goldman 

Melinda Goldrich

Marcy and Robert Haber

The Israel-World Jewry Bureau of the 	
Birmingham Jewish Federation

Ann and Michael z”l Kay

Beth and Seth Klarman Fund

Carol and Larry Levy

Andre Schnabl and Denny Marcus

Nitzan Foundation

Marilyn and Dale Okonow 

LSP Family Foundation

Daryl and Steven Roth

Amanda and Michael Salzhauer 

Linda and Arthur Schwartz 

Rachel and Eric Schwartz 

Joanie and Lewis Shubin 

Rivka Barlev and Jacob Tal

Penni and Steve Weinberg

Barbara and Kenneth Wexler

Rosanne Ziering

EDUCATORS CIRCLE
($10,000-$24,999)

Anonymous (5)

Estelle Deutsch Abraham

Hal Abroms

Alexandra Fuchs and Gideon Argov

Fran and Jack Arogeti

The Associated: Jewish Federation  
of Baltimore

Herbert Bearman Foundation

Estate of Rose E Bell

Vicki and Gerry Benjamin

The Peninah & Albert Berdugo Fund of 
the Philadelphia Foundation

William Blair

Deisi and Max Blankfeld

Jewish Federation of Broward County

Kathe and Morris Brown and Family

David and Lauren Chazen

Sandra Berbeco Coen

Melissa and Jonathan Cordish 

Dana and Joye Dellheim

Robert and Gail Edelstein Foundation

Ron and Nanci Eichel

Edith Everett

Karin Fine

Norma and Phil Fine Fund (Boston)

Staci Arnovitz and Sam Finkelstein

Nancy and Steve Fischman

Diane and Alan Franco

Patricia Freysinger

Annette and Stephen Friedman

Janie and Adam Frieman 

Joseph & Sherrie Garfield  
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

June Baumgardner  
Gelbart Foundation

Gelfand Family Charitable Trust

Sandy and Bill Glassman

Edward R. Goldberg

Jackson & Irene Golden  
Charitable Trust

Tibor Gonda

Tzagana Goodo

Steve Greenberg

Beth and Larry Greenberg

Ashley and David Greene

Hope and Eric Haron

Pamela and David Haron

Penny and Jeff Hecktman

Abby Friedman and Harry Heiman

Helix Defense

Jeffrey Hirschfeld

Helene and Don Hirschfeld

Israel Children’s Aid Network

Aline and Leo Jacobsohn Foundation

Lisa and Victor Kohn

Koret Foundation

Diana Korzenik

Judith and Douglas Krupp

Bess and Leor Landa

The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation

Julie and Howard Levine

Annabel and Philip Lindy z”l

Heyman-Merrin Family Foundation

Greater Miami Jewish Federation

Milford Street Fund

Philip L. Miller, MD

Dan Miller

Jessica and Charles Myers

Jewish Federation of  
West-Central New Jersey

Judy and Bernard Newman

Dale and Michael Nissenson

Kenneth and Marianne z”l Novack

David and Sandra Nussbaum

Jill Hersh and John O’Connor

Jerome Perl

Talee and Harvey Potter

Arlene and Bernard Potter

Ellen and Mickey Rabina

Jewish Federation of Reading

Barbara and Frank Resnek

Fawn and Brian Rich

Jewish Community Federation  
of Richmond

Robert Riemer

Lisa and Steven Rosenfeld

Fran and Eric Rosenfeld

Robert Russell Memorial Foundation

Allen Sackler

Luly and Maurice Samuels

Jewish Women’s Foundation of San 	
Diego Fund of the Jewish Community 
Foundation

David and Ilan Sapers

Jana and John Scarpa

Lauren and Tim Schrager

Barbara Schwartz

Stefanie Seltzer

Michael Shabsels

Irvin G. and Beatrice M. Shaffer Fund of 
Berks County Community Foundation

Barbara and Arthur Sheer
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Leigh and Robby Shubin

Debra Yanofsky and Steve Shulman

Larry and Susan Silverman

Barry and Judy Silverman

Christine and Robert Small

Paula and Mark z’’l Solomon 

Anne and Jeffrey Stanfield

Peter Stone Living Trust 

The Weber School

Bruce and Carla Weiner

Weinstein Foundation

Ruth & Bill Weinstein

Suzanne Bunzl Wilner

Jackie Woolf

MENTORS CIRCLE
($5,000-$9,999)

Anonymous (5)

Charlie Abrams

Susan and Aron Ain

Diane and Kent Alexander

Dara Baratz 

Abbe and Steven Becker

Susan and Marvin Berenblum

Valerie Dillon, Daniel Lewis &  
Isabel Best

Blackrock

Deborah Sobel and Jeffrey Brown

Judy and Nick Bunzl 

Edward A. Chernoff

Jack Chester Foundation

Diana and James Daniels

Paul & Susan Danziger

Suzette and Harold Diamond

MilgromElcott Donor-Advised Fund

Suzanne Mintz and Jonathan Elkind

Congregation Emanu-El of the  
City of New York

Lisa and Alan Engel

The Epstein Family Foundation

Daniel and Shoshana Farb

Gene and Ruth Fax

Darlynn and Tom Fellman

Nina and David Fialkow

Susan and Stew Fisher

Nadine and Steven Foldes

Tanya and Ian Freedman

Hugh Friedman

Kimberly and Bob Gatof

joan and vic z”l gelb 

Kate Bolduan and Michael Gershenson

Robin and Robert Goodfriend

Beth and Louis Guttman

Marc W. Haves

Ronne and Donald Hess Foundation

Alice and Jacob Klein

Lane Charitable Fund 

JM Lazarus Foundation

Nancy Lee

Roni and Robert Lemle

Judith B. Bass and Jack Levy

Audrey & Richard Mandell

Cynthia and William Marcus

Estate of Ester McDonald 

Manne McGregor Family Foundation

Cindy Paradies and Larry Moscow

Rita z”l and Manuel Panar 

Susan Patkin

William B. Pendleton

United Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh

Radow Family Foundation

Susie Rice

Adi and Jesse Rosenfeld

Robyn and Doug Ross

Jill and Wade Rubinstein

Esther and Richard Salinsky

Michael Fanger and Linda Sattel

Barbara and Daniel Schwartz

Amy Shamash

Randi and Elliot Sinel

Ruth & Sonny Singer Foundation

Amy Smith

David and Sharone Snyder

Geula and Josh Solomon

Eta and Sass Somekh

Richard Steinberg

Rhoda and Charles Steiner 

Valley Beth Shalom

The Viener Family

Eda and Cliff Viner

Kathryn and Richard Wandoff

Renee Foster and Mark Weinberg

Karen and Roger Weisberg

Eveline and Guy Weyl 

Diane and Howard Wohl

Matthew Wosk

The Wuliger Family

Merrill Wynne

Toni Young

GRADUATES CIRCLE
($1,800-$4,999)

Anonymous (9)

Avi Adelsberg

Dr. Todd and Barbara Albert

Karen and Kenneth Anolik 

Jeremy Barnett

Michelle and Steven Bearak

Lisa and Eric Becker

Joan and Steve Belkin

Nikki and Corey Bialow

Daniel and Tamar Blank

Carol and Rick Boas

Michael and Susan Bono

Mark and Joan Boyar

Rachel and Bertie Bregman

Muriel and Ben Brodsky

David Bliden and Susanne Brogan

Nancy and Howard Brown

J. Michael Channick, M.D.

Ulrika and Joel Citron

David and Megan Clapper

Andrea and Robert Colton

Hannah Craven

Heidi and Martin Damsky

Margot and Jonathan Davis

Ellen and Ned Dorman

DONOR LIST
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Ronald Drazin

Jewish Federation of  
Durham-Chapel Hill

Daniel Erlbaum

Janet and Jake z”l Farber

Lynn Sokler and Henry Farber

Julie and Alex Fax

Essie and Steven Feder

Ellen and Howard Feinsand

Rachel and David Fine

Stella and Stanford Firestone

Jake Franz 

Shifra and Terry Gardner 

Barbara and Stephen Gersten

Randi and Rod Gesten

Lisa and Matthew Golden

Neil and Susan Gordon

Alan Gordon

Karen and Jeff Goss

Blake Gottesman

Steve Grau

The Leonard and Jerry Greenbaum 
Family Foundation

Lynne and Jonathan Greer

Kathleen and Mark Gross

Richie and Mark Heiman

Mount Hermon Baptist Church

Matthew Hiatt

Beth Hirschfeld

Andrew Horsman

Alan and Susan Horwitz

Benjamin Kalmanowicz 

Peggy and Harold Kamins

Michael C. Kane

Saul and Iris Katz

Hope & Craig Kaufman

Andy & Lynn Kaufman

Rachel and Thomas Kelly

Rachel and Moshe Klausner 

Julia and Andrew Klein 

Steven and Dana Krumholz

Richard and Regina Krumholz

Gary and Laura Lauder

Jill and Eric Lavitsky

Beth and Adam Leaderman

Aviva and David Lee-Parritz

Melissa and David Levien

Mariya Levinson

Alan and Renee Levow

Sharon and Ron Lewkowitz

Molly and Andrew Light 

Harriett and Richard Liroff

Susan Lobel

Sally Mendelsohn and  
David Lowenfeld

Rick Kornfeld and Julie Malek

Jennifer Malkin

Judith Manelis 

Richard Maslia

Judith and Paul May

Ed Mellor

Caroline and Marcelo Messer

Marilyn and Martin Metz

Bob Miller

Wendy and Gavin Miller

Tamara and Richard Morgenstern

Stanley Morris

Morse Family Foundation

Donna R. Maslia and  
Matthew Morton

Louis Naviasky

Jessica Nussbaum 

David Lonner

Leslie and Josh Ostrin

Lauren and Daniel Packer

Spencer Pariser

David and Tammar  
Paynter Household

Attilio and Beverly Petrocelli

Miriam Newman and  
Michael Pinnolis

Genie Reichman

Sharon and Howard Rich

Harold and Linda Rosenson

Susan and Glenn Rothman

Matthew J. Rothschild

Brett and Nikki Saloner

Marcia and Albert Schmier

Janis and Lonnie Scott

Seth Seifman

Brian and Tracy Seitz

Nanci and Doug Sharon

Jonathan Sheffi

Jonny Sherman 

Ellie and Barry Shrage

Raymond Shwake 

Linda and Mark Silberman

Fabienne and Douglas Silverman

Debbie and Rich Silverstein

Sklare Family Foundation

Matt and Doreen Skolnick

Jennifer and Jason Skolnick

Max Smith 

Adam Smith

Mindy and Paul Smolevitz

Myra and Robert Snyder

Marlene and Michael Sperling

Staenberg Family Foundation

Emily Steinman

Errol Spiro

Jennifer and Seth Stier

Jamie and Maia Stone

Joseph and Susan z”l Stone

Sandy Tabatznik

Dr. Eli Taub

Dr. Jamshid and Miriam Tehrani

Youngstown Area Jewish Federation 
Thomases Family Endowment

Samuel Umansky

Lisa and Neil Wallack

Brenda and Steve Weinstein

Amiel and Jennifer Weinstock

Susan and John Wendkos

Jonah Wexler 

Michal and Mordechai Wiesler

Harris Wildstein

Wright Endowment Fund  
at the UJA Greenwich

DONOR LIST
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FINANCIALS

ImpactIsrael

Revenue

Expenses

Yemin Orde: $4,185,176

Israel Allocation:

VWEI: $5,780,714

General and Administrative: $1,852,497

Annual Contributions $10,077,623

$11,818,387

Other Contributions $644,728

Support from Endowment $1,096,036

Total Revenues

$11,818,387
Total Expenses

*These are unaudited numbers. To see ImpactIsrael’s audited 
financials please visit impact-israel.org/about-us
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FINANCIALS

Yemin Orde and Village Way 
Educational Initiatives Budget

Yemin Orde Budget

Village Way Educational Initiatives Budget

$15,759,502
Total

Support for Partner  
Communities: $1,561,545 

Education:  
$5,160,302

Educator Leadership  
Development: $1,451,060 

              Alumni Support and 
Programs: $643,583

$6,128,707

Administrative and  
Personnel: $1,288,161 

              Administrative and 
Personnel: $3,123,522

Training, Content, and Curriculum 
Development: $1,827,941

               Extracurriculars, Counselors,  
and Wellbeing: $6,832,095

Total
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
BOARD

This year marked the launch of the Young 
Professionals Board (YP Board). Chaired by Jonah 
Wexler, the YP Board is building a movement of 
passionate leaders committed to transforming the 
lives of at-risk youth in Israel and healing Israeli 
society. A core part of the YP Board experience is an 
annual fundraising project, and in May members voted 
to raise funds for the Yemin Orde Graduate Program. 
The program provides scholarships for academic and 
vocational education, along with mentorship, career 
guidance, emergency aid, and housing support. 
Because the Graduate Program serves young adults 
close in age to the YP Board members themselves, 
the connection felt personal from the start. The YP 
Board has bigger plans ahead with hopes to launch 
local chapters that give young professionals across 
the U.S. an entry point into philanthropy.

To learn more about the YP Board contact Dalia 
Handelman, Northeast Development Director at 
dalia@impact-israel.org. 

The enthusiasm surrounding our new 
Young Professionals Board has been 
incredible to see. Since launching 
in January 2026, the group has 
grown to 18 engaged founding YP 
Board members, all bringing fresh 
ideas, genuine energy, and a shared 
commitment to advancing our 
mission. It’s been inspiring to see how 
quickly we’ve come together and built 
momentum around our first annual 
project. I’m proud to chair this group, 
and I can’t wait for all the growth to 
come!” 

JONAH WEXLER, YP BOARD CHAIR

The YP Board hosted their first in-person gathering in NYC in the fall of 2025.

Jonah Wexler, YP Board Chairr, and Dalia Handelman, 
Northeast Development Director, at ImpactIsrael’s event 
in Atlanta in December 2025.
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BRINGING OUR 
WORK HOME

Throughout the year, we build community by bringing 
graduates, educators, and professionals from Israel to 
share our work and engage our supporters.

In the fall, we welcomed Liran, a Yemin Orde alumna, 
and Racheli Yaso, the Outreach Director at Yemin Orde. 
Liran shared her inspiring story of making aliyah from 
France with her family at a young age and how Yemin 
Orde helped her grow and develop her confidence. In 
spring 2026, Worku, a Yemin Orde alum, and Susan 
Weijel, Deputy Director of Yemin Orde and Village Way, 
visited Florida, Chicago, and New York. Worku shared 
his emotional story of growing up without parents in 
Ethiopia, making aliyah to Israel, and finding a home at 
Yemin Orde. 

We are always planning our next stops for an upcoming 
visit. If you are interested in hosting an event in your 
community, contact Samantha Sisisky, VP of Donor 
Experience, at samantha@impact-israel.org. 

Liran Elmalich and Racheli Yaso as well as Worku Abie and Susan Weijel visited donors and spoke at events across the U.S.
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MISSION TO ISRAEL

The first mission since 2019 brought together 26 Giving 
Society members from across the U.S. for a five day mission 
to Israel to meet our partners and witness the impact of our 
work firsthand.
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MISSION TO ISRAEL

This is my first time at Yemin Orde. To 
be here, meet the kids, see the Village, 
and feel the energy is an unbelievable 
experience that you just can’t replicate 
without being in person.” 

JASON LAZAR, BOARD MEMBER 
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MISSION TO ISRAEL

If you are visiting Israel and  
would like to visit Yemin Orde  
Youth Village or a Village Way school 
please contact Samantha Sisisky,  
VP of Donor Experience at 
samantha@impact-israel.org   



     What our kids need is a home. But a home 
isn’t just a bed and a room, it’s a place where
   they feel they belong. We are trying at Yemin 
Orde to give them that feeling and be their
   village and community.
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LEADERSHIP

OFFICERS

Chair  
Dale Okonow

Vice Chair 
Lewis Shubin

Immediate Past Chair  
Robert Arogeti

Honorary Trustees 
David Cordish
victor gelb, z”l
Dr. Chaim Peri
Paul Silberberg
Mark I. Solomon, z”l

Treasurer  
Charles Gwirtsman

Board Members
David Amar
Allen Applbaum
Michael Azeez
Jeremy Barnett
George Blank
Mark Claster
Michelle Bond Copelin
David Frieze
Michael Frieze
Charles Gwirtsman
Victor Hammel
Jeffrey Hirschfeld
Judy Kaye
Julia Klein
Beth Landman
Jason Lazar

Jill Linhardt
David Nussbaum
Leslie Ostrin
Rabbi Michael Paley
Harvey Potter
Steven I. Rosenfeld
Michael Salzhauer
Barry Shrage
Robert Shubin
Paula Solomon
Jonah Wexler

YP BOARD LIST

Chair  
Jonah Wexler

Board
Dara Baratz  
Bari Claster  
Samantha Claster  
Noah Etessami  
Jake Franz  
Ben Kalmanowicz  
Rachel Klausner  
Julia Klein  

Sophie Kushner  
Alexa Lazerow  
Molly Light  
Andrea Margolin  
Jessica Nussbaum  
Jon Sherman  
Max Smith  
Anonymous

BOAZ SCHWARTZ, DIRECTOR OF 
YEMIN ORDE YOUTH VILLAGE
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STAFF LIST

Ben Marchette 
Chief Executive Officer

Rachel Krueger 
Chief Operating and Development Officer

Lianne Goldsmith 
West Coast Development Director

Dalia Handelman 
Northeast Development Director

Pamela Partridge 
Director of Marketing

Samantha Sisisky 
VP of Donor Experience

Zach Sufrin 
Director of Finance and Administration



200 Highland Avenue, Suite 301  
Needham, MA 02494

impact-israel.org


